need, however,  for a universal influence and means which
will serve to promote the use of standard basic operating
procedures,  and it is  toward this  end that APCO and the
Office of Law Enforcement Assistance trust that their

combined efforts will prove to be useful..

Since the text of the manual is reproduced here for reference
purposes only,  it has been presented in a larger size and with a
different binding than designed by the grantee.     The actual manual
is spiral bound and its size is a compact 5-1/2 x 8-1/2 inches  for
convenience of operating use.

APCOfs research and developmental work on this project began
in 1964.    Between 1964 and 1966, APCO's Operating Procedure Committee
devoted extensive effort to preparing a manual that would meet national
needs.    Increasingly, APCO officials realized that completion of the
work and proper initial distribution was beyond the organization's
current resources,  a determination which led to the application for
LEAA financial support, a positive response in award of a $29,012
grant and, ultimately,  the successful conclusion of the manual effort.

APCOfs basic membership consists of state and  local government
agencies which have communications responsibilities.     It is  a non-
profit organization with chapters in most areas of the nation.     It
participates regularly in rule-making proceedings before the Federal
Communications Commission  (FCC), works  closely with the  International
Association of Chiefs of Police  (IACP)  and that organization's
Communications Committee,  and is generally active in matters  relating
to police and public safety radio communications.

ivThe difficulties in establishing hard and fast pro-
